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“THE VANGUARD” REPRINTS.—03

PURGATORY

IT is a supreme peculiarity of our

Parging. Lord's love to His own that it
can never stop short of the perfection of the person

loved.

“ As many as [ love, I chasten ” (Rev. iii. 19).

“ He chastens us for our profit, that we may become
partakers of His holiness” (Heb. xii. 10). His holiness
isperfection ; so that our discipline, however drastic
or prolonged, is never a proof of His enmity, but
of His love; and is never a sign — either now,
or at the Judgment Seat—of 3 disciple’s ultimate
destruction, but of his ultimate perfection. Where
others show their love by indulgence, Christ shows
His by chastisement, © Every branch that beareth
fruit, He PURGETH it " (John xv. 2).

The Roman doctrine of Purgatory

Puargatory. would have been impossible had the
Church always held and taught the full Scripture
truth of a believer's purging. Only twice has the
Roman doctrine been officially defined. *If such
as be truly penitent die in God’s favour before they
have satisfied for their sins of commission and
omission by worthy fruits of penance”—ij.e,, assisted
their own atonement—* their souls are purged after
death with purgatorial ‘punishments ” (Council of
Ferrara); “and the souls delivered there are assisted
by the suffrages [prayers and devotions] of the
Faithful, and especially by the most acceptable
“sacrifice of the Mass ” (Council of Trent).
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Errors of
Purgatory,

The manifest errors here--apart
from such fearful accretions as the
sale of indulgences, or the efficacy of
the Mass—are mainly three. (1) The doctrine of
Purgatory locates the purging in Hades : Scripture
locates it in this life, and at the Judgment Seat after
resurrection, but never in Hades. Paradise, for ali
believers, is the ‘very far better’ of the immediate
presence of Christ. (2) No power of pope or priest
and no prayers of fellow-bélievers, can in the
slightest degree modify the judgments due to any
man, believer or unbeliever, after he has once -
passed into the other world. “It is appointed unto
men once to die, and after this cometh JUDGMENT”
(Heb. ix. 27). Paul, most remarkably, does pray
for a believer “ that he may receive mercy of the
Lord in that day” (2 Tim. |. 18) : but Onesiphorus
was still alive; and there was still room for Paul’s
praver to become operative in his life. Prayer for
the dead is unknown-in the Scriptures. This cuts
away the root of all abominations (indulgences, etc.)
that have grown around the Roman doctrine. (3)
But the vital error lies in confusing discipline with
salvation. Chastisement is necessary and salutary:
it is inflicted by God in this life upon all believers
without exception (Heb. xii. 8): it may, in extreme
cases, be fearful bodily disease (Ex. xv. 26), or even
be mortal (1 Cor. xi. 30): since death produces no
magical change, converting the 'sinning into the
sinless, and since much less can—it cancels unre-
pented offences during discipleship, chastisement
may be equally necessary and salutary at the
Judgment Seat :—put disciplinary suffering has no con- -
nection whatever with eternal life.  There are no

atoning sufferings but the sufferings of Calvary :

works with a view to salvation aresinful and deadly,.

“ Not of works, that no man should glory” (Eph. ii. 9).
Now we turn to the Scripture -
truth. God has provided two pur-
gings—one by blood, and one by
discipline : and the purging by blood must precede the
According to the law, all
things are purgead by blood " (Heb. ix. 22): “how
much more shall the dlood of Christ purge your con-
science from dead works ’—the deadly efforts of
self-righteousness—*“to serve the living God ” (Heb,
1x. 14). For Christ has affected the essential and
who when He
had purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high” (Heb. i. 3): and this purging
is the sole basis, and predisposing cause, of all
subsequent purging. For only a saved soul can be
purged by chastisement, No amount or degree of
suffering can improve into life a soul dead in tres-
passes and sins, any more than dead wood can be
made to grow fruit by pruning : chastisement can-
not purge him: he can be purged, but not by chas-
tisement: and God is not habitually chastening the wicked
at all. For ““if ye are without chastening, whereby
all [believers] have been made partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons” (Heb. xii. 8). Corrective
sufferings are only gfanted and effective to those
already purged by the sacrificial sufferings of Cal-

Purging by
Blood.

13

purging by discipline.

{1

fundamental purging once for all:

vary. :

Purging by “B
Discipline,

The second purging is discipline.
very branch that beareth fruit "—
. ie, living wood, set in the living

Vine—* He purgeth it » (John xv. 2). A soul which
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is born again, yet stjll having ‘the flesh’ in him,
can have his still fallible character corrected and
‘elevated and cleansed by chastisement. Nor need
this purging end with life.  “Some of the oldest
Roman divines taught that all the remains of sin
in God’s children are quite abolished by final grace
at the very instant of their dissolution ; so that the.
stain of the least sin is not left behind to be carried
into the other world (Archbishop Usher's Answer
0 a Jesuit, p. 165). This ancient Roman doctrine is
as unscriptural as the later Roman doctrine of Pur-
gatory. For the believer who falls asleep un-

slothful, appears before the Judgment Seat slothful ;
their last look on this world is, morally, their first
look on the next: they will be purged, but they are
not purged : there is no magic in death, and no

" ~ship :and the coming millennial day of Justice, dominated
by the Judg ment Seat, has for its esseniial characteristic
the recoil uf works in Judicial retribution. ““For he that
doeth wrong ”"—the context is addressed solely to
believers — “syary, RECEIVE AGAIN FOR THE
WRONG THAT HE HATH DONE: and there is no
respect of persons” (Col. iii. 25). But it is Divine
Love that will not rest until all we who believe are
“become partakers of His holiness ”: no disciple
ever involves our destruction ; it effects, sooner or

later, our perfection.
D. M. PANTON.
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