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Tests For The Supernatura].

THE Church to-day is confronted with an inrush-

of the supernatural. Tremendous spiritual move-
ments are rising in every part of the world; at any
moment the individual disciple may be confronted by
the miraculous, Consequently it is impossible to avoid
a grave dilemma. If we assume that all that is super-
human is Divine, or at least good, we risk falling into
the embrace of Antichrist (2 Thess. ii. 9): if, on the
other hand, we dismiss the supernatural as necessarily
evil, we risk condemning as Satanic true miracles of
God, if such should occur, Involved as we are, whether
we will or no, in the last conflicts between Heaven and
Hell, the discovery of a criterion that will discriminate
Divine from Satanic miracle becomes obviously of
supreme importance,

Moreover it is certain that grace alone is no sufficient
criterion. In spite of acknowledged piety, sincerity and
prayer, God has not prevented believers from falling into



—

S

6061 ‘1A d “ypwaq 4a3fy ||
198 *d 11 "[oa ‘wsyonpudy usopomr

puv osoussiws syy popasey shivmp svy sqag ey
‘POB[NWINOIR o U0 48U} BlED B [ ‘epny
-1osxe goeped gym ‘spuodserion §1 gSnomype ‘gyBp
Tejuomrizedxs Jo worjeInMNOYB eyeIoqIe ou semnbox
‘mononpur us exrun ‘uore[ossz ® pus ¢ messUn oy
‘8urni00u0d puw ‘moIy woOBIRAST OIqI[[EIUI UB pusy
I0Y] U POy OUA esoqy % ‘ST yeqy—‘susnsLIy)) S8
!mq ‘soysoudy se jou ‘msienjuidg yowordde om
10§ -juedyNS oq puos peonpoxd sey Amyues Ipsy
58] 0] YOIqA 0InjeIoyI[ JO SSBUI 64} WY} Suimpogm
-I8A0 sso] eouspIAe juemSpn! usysuy) B 03 g

Il .."3quop
30 redpeos eqy eggeq o3 Afjoga sw jooid Jo qom 90ud
-TH0D 8 [oms ULIO) SUONLAISSqO onsyuids ejquesue
ey} ur,, ‘osoaquiory xossejoig sdes | ‘reedde Leux
0580 ejeaudos o€ [NJIQNOD IOAGMOTT, 4., '00jaq
usqy peysuqeise Ajuuay erow ehe eyy o3 spuwys
40U pue ‘SUINI | JO JNO MeUB DOSEOINNQ weeq
58Y 91 ‘7[8F [euy 81 0} Sulej0) oq 0f PowEess eAwy

9

*606T “"AON ‘Aangusp ypuseraury

jq81m uyiey ogy sv jsul jng "ogpojmouy xnf) 0}
SUONIPP® jusded £q peulmNIepUn Teeq eABY ,, ‘SOSpel
-Mouyos elowpod ‘IR . JoIeq Isiengudyg 30 swon.
-~8punoj p[o oq,, -Sulanoer L[gseij 10A9 edUOp
-140 £q pejuemelddns sr—, ew quoq,, ‘sles poy[y
g 8198 oqy,,—O0B[[EM [[OSSDY] POy It
pue ‘s9j001) WM J1g ‘UvS0)] ep JIOssOJOIF
se siojsdyseAur uons Aq poysyduooos gsed oyl
Ul jioM eyj,  ‘umonesuseAur zegln} Jo Agliom
suomoueyd jo Ly1ywez ety jo wiy einsss 0 couep
-148 8y POMOI[® S8 pUB ‘TN6Y] JO OWIOS JO SOUIL
~In990 ey} JO PeduIAuvd ewodaq ‘monydeoxe jnoynA
Apeorzorsty ‘eser(eq T ‘e8y oy ‘swewmouneyd JySiiss
10 pejdecosun 10 9{NOY0 JO UOIBUIIABXS YSnOIOYY
® 0] pmimt sIq 8j0Aep o Jedoad jySroyy sBy mBUL
OIUeIas B IOAOUSUM §BY},, ‘e8por] xeAr]Q Mg sue
«'PUNOY UIDY §8Y 9T, « ., K91pIeA ejquyosedwiun
JO 20USPIAG DPOUIBGO SABY oM ,, JBY} ‘uoryBSNSeAUT
GAIISURYX0 PUE [NJOIRD Toyye ‘seSpejmousos mou j0d
«‘msondeos eamue Jo epnynye U® 04Ul oW PO pey

5

2

gross errors in the realm of doctrine : why then should
we expect, on the ground of an identical piety, sincerity

and prayer, that He should make error on miraculous -
- gifts impossible ? For if this expectation is true, as

Dean Goode acutely observes, * it at once unchristianizes
all but those who receive * the gifts.” PFor if God will
not allow any real Christian to be deceived in such g
matter, then it follows, that if these are really ‘the
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit,” those who do not
receive them cannot be real Christians.” * The Scripture
nowhere presents holiness of life or sincerity of heart as
substitutes for verbal and explicit tests, or as, in them-
selves, tests of the supernatural at all, :

For history has demonstrated the peril.  Probably no
child of God has ever harboured g seducing spirit
without having first submitted it to some test; yet the
wayside of history is strewn with the wreckage of
supernatural seduction. Again and again disciples have
vainly relied upon that which is no test—their standing,
their holiness, their experience, their invocations of the
Blood, etc.,—instead of on the only God-given criterion,
the application of that part of the Word of God which
relates to a visitor from the unseen, Spirit after spirit
has slipped past the imagined tests put by those whom
they have subdued with the most monstrous claims.

* Modern Claims to the Gifts of the Spirit, b 250.

3

This was the downfall of the Montanist. I am neither
an angel nor an ambassador,” said the spirit which
deceived Montanus, the founder of Montanism, “but |
the Lord God the Father am present.” This was the
downfall of the Irvingite, « Nothing can discriminate,”
said Edward Irving, “between spirits, but the honest
and good heart, which discerneth between good and
evil”? “ o one,” says Mr. Baxter, an Irvingite prophet,
after being delivered from the delusion, “ever tried the
Spirit in me.’s  This was the downfall of the Spiritualist.
To Mr. Stainton Moses, an ex-clergyman, his familiars,
with whom he consorted for over thirty years, said:—
“We have preached to you a nobler gospel, revealing a
diviner God than you had previously conceived;”4 and
Dr. Monck, g famous medium, was once a Baptist
minister cn whom a spirit fell in supernatural power
while he was preaching. This was the downfall of the
Mormon. “I am Jesys Christ,” said the spirit who
wrote the Book of Mormon, “even the Father and the
Son.”  This was the downfall of Prince of the
Agapemone, once an ardent and devoted evangelical
clergyman. He asserted at last, under the direction of
his controlling spirit whom he mistook for the Holy

! Dean Goode’s Modern Claims to the Gifts of the Spirit, p. 109.
2 Mrs. Oliphant’s Life of Edward Irving, p. 483.

8 Narrative of Facts, p. 181,

+ Spirit Teachings, p. 207,
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Ghost:—* In me you see Christ in the flesh ; by me, and
in me God has redeemed all flesh from death.”* It has
also been the downfall of modern Christian leaders. <1
pray to my wife,” says Dr. Parker, “every day. I never
come to the work without asking her to come with me :
and she does come. I never come to this place without
her coming with me.’z Still graver is Dr. R. d.
Campbell’s startling confession. 1 am conscious of
some one’s presence in the mysterious unseen at this
moment. Who isit? | have always believed it to be
Jesus; it is no vague abstraction, but a definite, living,
personal being. | work under his orders. Am | wrong
in supposing it Jesus? If so, I have been deluded into
doing a good many things which otherwise | would never
have attempted. Someone is directing me from the
spirit world : if not Jesus, who is it? To me it is a
thing incredible, impossible of acceptance, it should be
any one else.”3 No slavery more awful can be imagined
than the acceptance of an evil spirit as God; no peril,
perhaps, is more to be dreaded (Matt. xxiv. 24) in the
last days; and probably no child of God has ever
harboured a seducing spirit without submitting it to tests,
but they were his own tests, and not God’s.

! Hepworth Dixon's Spiritual Wives, Vol. L. p. 272.
2 Review of Reviews, Jan., 1902.
3 Christian Commonwealth, Nov. 30, 1910.

5

Nor do we find ourselves possessed of any infallible
discriminating power within us. One fact alone is
sufficient to disprove decisively any inherent power of
discernment in a disciple. Among the nine miraculous
gifts of the Holy Ghost appears the gift of « discernings
of spirits” (1 Cor. xii. 10): that is to say, even the
miraculously gifted of the apostolic Church could not
infallibly discriminate one spirit from another wunless
possessed of this special gift ; much less therefore can we,
devoid, as we are, of all miracle and inspiration. In
direct, inspired safeguards of Scripture (if such there be)
can be our only possible safety; and to doubt, or dis-
regard, or deny such Divine safeguards, once discovered,
while resting on our own powers to unmask man’s most
subtle foe, is to fling away the sword and to fight with the
scabbard. For the Holy Spirit can fall on a wicked
man—as Balaam ; and a wicked spirit can fall on a holy
man—for the Prophets, gifted with discernment of
spirits, were commanded to sit alongside and discriminate
(1. Cor. xiv., 29).

Now it is true that there are two general tests, both
doctrinal (Gal. i. 8; 2 John 7), and a third that involves
both creed and life (Matt. vii. 15-20): these tests, applied
at leisure, are often sufficient to unmask a demon. But
a sudden encounter with a spirit requires a more
immediate and decisive test, and this is supremely
supplied in 1 John iv. 1-8 Here is our final safeguard,
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(1 append some obvious inferences in brackets.)

Beloved [who alone are qualified to put the test (Luke
. 19)], believe not every spirit [for faith in a spirit can be
deadly], but prove the spirits [for a spirit either from Heaven
or Hell may manifest himself at any moment], whether they
are of God : because many false prophets [men really inspired,
bat by demons, i.c. mediums] are gone out into the world.
Hereby [as a God-given criterion] know ye the Spirit of God
[therefore the other ®spirits’ named "are also personal
beings]: every spirit [who is to be directly addressed,
to the ignoring of the prophet -(Acts xvi. 18)] which
confesseth [in response to the challenge] that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh [a test never before given, and therefore not
operative earlier] is of God : 2 and every spirit which confesseth
not Jesus [silence or shuffling is as fatal as denial] is not
of God. 3

! These tests have superseded those given through the Law
(Deut. xiii. 1-8) and the Prophets (Jer. sxviii. 9). The tests in
the Gospels and Galatians are peculiarly valuable where evil
spirits are suspected, and yet there are no supernatural
manifestations.

21t is true that demons confessed in His lifetime that our Lord
was the Holy One of God. But (1) this was not in answer to test,
whereas God now commands the putting of a direct challenge to
each communicating spirit; (2) it is Jesus as Messiah, the human
Christ, not only as Son of God, that invisible powers are called
on to confess ; (3) it occured before these tests had been given to
the Church, and therefore, presumably, before a prohibition of
evasion had been laid upon the unseen world ; and, (4) whether
through policy or compulsion, it is a fact of experience that
unclean spirits thus unerringly reveal themselves since our Lord’s
resurrection.

31t is natural that a devout soul should shrink from sub-

/

The importance of this inspired test it is impossible
to exaggerate. The Word of God here makes itself
responsible for the result:if evasion or deception by
demons be possible, not only will a spirit's answer prove
'to be no criterion, but the whole passage becomes a
rotten fence on the edge of a precipice, which (for
leaning on) is more dangerous than none. It is an
infallible criterion. But several conditions, implied in
the context, need to be most carefully observed. (1)
Scripture affords no ground, so far as I am aware, for
supposing the test to be efficacious in unconverted hands.
The test, like the invocation of our Lord’s name (Mark
ix. 39), is not a magical spell which any one may use
(Acts xix. 13-16), but a solemn charge entrusted to the
people of God to safeguard the fiock of God. (2) It is
a test for the spirit, not the prophet ; therefore it is never
to be applied unless the miraculous is obviously present ;
and the spirit must be compelled to answer—not the
prophet. We are dealing with a subtle and unscrupulous
foe.* (3) The spontaneous doctrinal system of a spirit
(as in Acts xvi. 17) is no criterion; a seducing spirit can

mitting to test that which may prove to be the Holy Spirit
Himself: nevertheless the passage commands it; and actually
shows us the Spirit after He has thus been tested: hereby [after
the applied test] know ye the Spirit of God.”

1 So all modern claimants to miraculous gifts from God should
be asked two questions:—(1) Have you first isolated the spirit
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be as orthodox in general profession as a human
hypocrite: only a confession in response to this direct
challenge can elicit his real origin. John does not say,
—Believe all spirits—as though the supernatural were
always Divine; nor—Believe 5o spirit—as though
miraculous communications from God are now
impossible ; but—¢ Believe not every spirit,” for a spirit.
either good or bad, may manifest himself at any moment,

Moreover the test is found to work. Supernatural
tongues broke out, eighty years ago, in a clergyman’s
family in Gloucestershire ; a superhuman utterance,
through a child of seven, ruled the house as with the
voice of God. Suspicion at last arose in the clergy-

visiting among you, and tken insisted on “yes’’ or “no’’ to the
question, ‘ Did Jesus Christ come in the flesh?” (2) If the
answer is in the affirmative, how did you successfully isolate him
so as to be sure yourself, and to be able to assure others, that it
was the spirit who unswered and not the person in possession of
whom he was at the moment? Without these questions put—
questions never yet, among modern spirit sects, satisfactorily
answered—whoever consents to enter the unseen enters blindfold,
the sport of powers he knows not whom. Or again, if yourself
< gifted,” have the words ‘ Jesus is Lord '—these words, and none
other (1 Cor. xii, 8)—ever been spoken through you by the
supernatural utterance, in conditions which make it certain that
it spoke and not you? No authenticated case of response to
these tests, with public references and proofs, has yet been given
to the Church of Christ ; no prima facie case even ; nothing beyond
what has occurred in pseudo-Spiritisms all down the ages—
unverified rumours.

. and -a holy woman,”

9

man’s mind, and the curate suggested to the rector
the application of the test. * Try not the spirits!”
the boy immediately cried, “try not the spirits!”
Solemnly the spirit, whose protest was wisely dis-
regarded, was asked if Jesus Christ had come in the
flesh, and as promptly denied it; and on the clergyman
silencing it, the spirit departed, and never .returned.
Another concrete case may be given. Some years ago,
in Norwich, 2 young man informed a godly man known
to me that in a Spiritualistic séance he had got into
communication with his grandmother. * Your grand-
mother, whom | knew so well, was a lovely character
the old man answered: ‘“my
counsel is that you go back and ask her, Did Jesus
Christ come in the flesh?” A few days after the
young man, unutterably horrified, returned, saying—
“The spirit's immediate answer was ‘ No,” followed
by a torrent of blasphemy; it is a spirit from hell 1”
I may add my own experience. Some twenty years
ago, in conjunction with one now an Anglican Canon,
and another a China Inland Missionary, several under-
graduates applied the test in my own rooms at
Cambridge. “Are you willing,” the spirit was asked,
when it had become certain that a spirit was present,
and after it had been wholly isolated, *to communicate
with us on the incarnation of desus Christ ?” An
empbatic “ Yes” was the reply. **Did Jesus Christ
come in the flesh?” The response was a still more
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emphatic *“No!” The thrill of that awful discovery
will never leave my memory. Thus a babe in Christ
can no more be deceived by an honest application of
the tests than the maturist saint; because the revealing
j}owe_r s lodged, not in the degree of sanctification of the
wquirer, but in the infallibility of the Word ; “beloved”——
of whatever age, or maturity, or circumstance—r prove
the spirits.”

The second supreme test for the supernatural appears.
on the threshold of Paul’s treatise on miraculous
gifts. (I append some obvious inferences in brackets).

‘“Now concerning spiritual gifts [or, the inspiredi],
brethren, I would not have you ignorant [for such ignor-

ance is dangerous]. Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye -

were led away [seduced by demoniac frenzies and deceits 2]
unto those dumb idols [to which demons ever lead], how-
soever [for pythonic inspirations take manifold shapes] ye
might be led. Wherefore I give you [asa special revelation]
to understand [in order to discriminate unerringly between
the God-gifted and the Satan-gifted] that no man speaking in
the Spirit of God [that is, no inspired maan] saith, Jesus is
anathema_; and no man [that is, none inspired] can éay, Jesus
[p'oi ¢ (;;nnst * only 3] is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit*’ (1 Cor.
xii. 1-38).

Y Most modern critics decide in favour of the sense
¢ inspired men.’ " —Godet. Verse 3 also so decides it ; moreover.
‘s;;l;: ot:st;.g;lven wm‘f,:m ?pply to every case of spiritual gift:

which were gifts o 4 ing ; i
of inspired movav 16 gvett). astion, as healing; but only to gifts
2 Chased by a scourge of evil demons.”—Justin.
3¢ Paul says here ¥esus, and not Christ. His concern is with
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No gift is more easily mimicked by Satan, or has been
more mimicked throughout the ages, than the most
elementary gift of all (1 Cor. xiv. 19)—Tongues. Only
when the utterance is thus obviously supernatural can
the test be rightly, or successfully, applied; but it is
unmistakable and decisive. The organs of utterance,
in an inspired man, have passed partially® out of his.

the historical person who lived on earth under the name of Jesus..
It is with Him that all true inspiration is bound up: it is from
Him that all carnal or diabolical inspiration turns away. The
Ophite Gnostics used to ask those who entered their churches to
curse Fesus.””—Godet. The absence of the * Lord’ before ‘ Jesus,”
so conspicuous a mark in the Tongues’ literature, and (I believe)
invariable in their ‘inspired’ utterances, is most significant.
‘ The One who has used me’’—so runs a letter of one ‘tongue-
gifted’ known to me—*¢ I consciously and willingly responding to-
his usage, revealed to me Jesus; and, glory be to Jesus! as I

. think of Jesus now, the Son of God Who came in the flesh, the

Spirit speaks loudly within me in the tongue, praising Jesus, Sonr
of God who came in the flesh.”” Here is a person writing under
the power of a spirit ; yet, though our Lord is frequently referred
to, it is never as Lord; and the praise given to the Lord by the
spirit-being is wholly distinct from the confession required, but
not forthcoming, in answer to a direct challenge.

1But, in Divine cases, partially only: that is, while the Holy
Ghost was responsible for the comients, the prophet was
responsible for the occasion and duration of his utterance: for
< the spirits of the prophets ARE SUBJECT to the prophets '’ (1 Cor.
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contrcl into that of the controlling spirit: no man,
therefore—for this is God's revelation—so long as a
Supernatural power is operating through him, controlling
his organs of utterance, can say, “Jesus is accursed,” if
it be a good spirit; nor can he say, “Jesus is Lord,” if
it be an ewil spirit. Once again it is the spivit tested,
not the man. But a practical problem, surpassingly
tmportant, remains. What shall we do if the super-
natural comes to us in a form which cannot be so
tested ? as in some ‘tongue,” which may be careful
never to respond in our own language? * The test of
1 John iv.,” a speaker in tongues writes to me, “could
never be applied to me; as when the supernatural
power is upon me, the utterances are always in an
unknown tongue ; and this is a constant experience.”
A heart devoted to the Word of God can have but one
answer. No CHRISTIAN HAS ANY RIGHT TO HARBOUR
THE SUPERNATURAL, OR A SPIRIT FROM ANOTHER WORLD,

UNLESS AND UNTIL IT HAS SOLEMNLY AND SUCCESSFULLY

PASSED THESE TESTS OF Gob. The critical peril is
here. A seducing spirit comes in a guise that cannot be
tested, and so wins over the recipient to accept this
arrangement, and to make the enormous and awful

xiv. 82). One prophet was to stop, and could, if a sudden revela-
tion was given to another (1 Cor. xiv. 30): an impossibility of
checking the utterance isalwaysa symptom of Satanic inspiration.

e
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assumption that the spirit is the Holy Ghost. But
the Spirit Himself gave the tests ; He will therefore not
resent their reverent application: that they should be
applied is His own command : when He comes-—or a
good spirit or angel suffered by Him—He will point to
His own tests: therefore a spirit which evades them is
from the Pit. An untested spirit must be shunned and
banned at all costs,

‘1t is of the last importance,” in the words of Mr. G.
H. Pember, “that the full meaning of this declaration
{1 Cor. xii. 1--3] should be understood by the believers
of our days. For again demoniacal manifestations are
multiplying among us, and that with a subtlety sufficient
to deceive any one who neglects to apply the prescribed
tests.” The failure, or obstinate refusal, to use the
tests carefully and solemnly can itself be nothing else
than a machination, a malign spell, of the Prince of
Darkness. The refusal to do so appears as early as in
the first half of the Second Century. *And every
prophet who speaks in the Spirit,” says the Didache,
*“ye shall not try nor test; for every sin shall be
forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven.” Exactly so,
eighteen hundred years after, Mrs. Woodworth Etter
says:—*“ It is an unpardonable sin to knowingly
attribute any of the mighty works of the Holy Ghost to
the devil. There has never been a time since the
early churches when there was so much danger of
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people committing the unpardonable sin as there is -
to-day since the Pentecostal fire has girdled the earth.”?-

To confound the miracles of God, wrought through
human agency in any age or nation, with miracles of
Satan would be a tragedy indeed ; but to imagine that
this is the sin which hath never forgiveness is wholly
erroneous, and (used as Mrs. Woodworth Etter uses'it)
a spiritual coercion of the worst kind. For it is
attributing to Satan our Lord’s miracles, and His alone,
evidenced by the sinless character and the perfect life,
which is the unpardonable blasphemy : “ because they
said, He hath an unclean spirit” (Mark iii. 30). There
is no proof (so far as I am aware) that the unpardonable
blasphemy has ever been committed since our Lord
exposed it on the lips of the Pharisees.

“ I praise God,” says a leader of the Tongues movement
in England,  that the ‘indwelling Spirit’ does not need
isolating and questioning to elicit that fact [that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh].” It is an ominous refusal.
“ We state the grave fact,”-says a collective utterance
of German pastors (1908), “ that in the late [‘Tongues’]
movement in Cassel and other places, well-known
Christians have got a gift of prophecy and tongues that
was not from the Holy Ghost. We must say that we
missed in a highly deplorable measure the trying of the

1 Signs and Wonders, p. 138.
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spirits, as the Word of God orders ; and we confess this
deficiency as guilt and blame falling on us, as on wide
spheres of the Christian Church.” OQut of this solitary
neglect, culpable and inexplicable, have sprung Mon-
tanism, the Camisards, Irvingism, Spiritualism, and the
modern Tongues Movement: ouT oOF IT ALSO IS TO
SPRING THE GREAT AvrosTasy. “The Spirit saith
expressly that in later times some shall fall away from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits” (1 Tim, iv. 1).
“Beloved, prove THE spiriTs " (1 John iv. 1): “despise
not prophesyings: pRove ALL THINGS” (1 Thess. v. 19),



