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1:15.) Peter is clear as the light on the
act that Jesus must remain in heaven until a
yeriod described as “the times of restitution,”
yroving that all things will be out of order until
wo returns, At the same {ime the inspired
5}',@31{(}1‘ promises that return in so mauy words:
“Repent ye therefore, and be couverted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times
of refreshing shall come from the presence of
e Lord; and le shall send Jesus Christ,
which before was preached unto yous whom
ke heavens must receive wntil the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began.” (Acts 3:19 21.)

We may rest fully satisfied, that when Jesus
iakes to himself His great power and reigns,
a speedy and wonderful cbange will pass over
the nations of the world. Instead of weary
centurics of misrule by the tyrant kings of the
Gentiles, sin rom pant, Satan at large, the no-
minal Chureh o melancholy exhibition of world-
Jiness, and true snints waiting, praying, watch-
iny, struggling and wondering how long it will
yet be ere the moarning breaks, there will be a
swift destruction of the
ness, and o rapid diffusion and development of

enemies of righteous-

The glorious King
He will fill

Zion, and the world throngh Zion, “with judg

pietys rectitude, and truth.
will rule as never king did before.
ment and righteousness 3’ aud “wisdom and

knowledge shall be the stability of his times.”

Good men will no longer talk about * the mys-

teries of Providen ce,”——mys&eries indeed, if our
’ blessed Lord is on His throne all this time 1—

put the majesty of righteous government over
every form of wrong and rebellion will be sab-

Lmely manifest, to the admiration of cvery
loyal subject of the glorious Sovereign, and the
confusion of all who dare dispute His will.

‘Ihe furms of speech in the parables are de-
cisive proofs that Jesus is stll waiting for His
throne. A fter u long time,” the Lord of the
servants to whom the talents have been io-

rrusted  cometh and reckoneth with them.
The Son of Man is as & man taking a jfar

jorrney, who left his house and gave authority
10 his scrvants, and commanded the porter to

watch. A certain nobleman went into a jfar
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country to reccive for himself A xINGDOM and
to relurn.

And when be wag returned, hav-
ing received the kingdom—which obviously
means that he returned as soon as he received
jt—then judgment, or the exercise of royal au-
thority, began at once, Rewards for fidelity,
punishment for negligence, and death for re-
fusal to submit to his sceptre, were promptly
bestowed. The idea of righteounsness, of put-
ting disordered things right by the exercise of
absolute regal power, flashes irresistibly upon
the mind here. This is a Krxe who will not
be triffled with. He has waited long for His
kingdom, carying on 8 work of marvellous
grace in the interval; but now that He has
received the sceptre decreed for Him, “He will
make a short work upon the earth,” and put
things speedily to rights in his house, which
the worldly, carcless, selfindulgent, and quar-
relling servants have thrown into disgraceful
confusion, making an ecclesiastical Babel of
that which should be the scene of love, peace,
and joy.

Fiually, it is to be noticed also that Daniel
gays, that the God of heaven ig to sel up a
kingdom iu the duys of the lnst kings of the
fourth and last Gentile dynasty, a note of time
which clearly proves that it is not yet set up-
The Ruler of this maguificent kingdom is oue
Jike the Sou of Man—the same, yet how unlike
e Mau of Sorrows I—who is to come with the
weolouds of heaven,” the very sign which He
himself gives: ‘““ And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of Man in heaven; and then
shall the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall sec the Sou of Man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.” (Matt.
24:30.)  Danicl describes the kingdom which
the Son of Man is to receive from the Ancient
of Days, at the time 1n question, in & few words
weighty with meaning: ¢ Aud there was given
Hiw dominion, and glory, and » kingdom, that
all people, nalions, and languages should serve
Him; Hisdominion is an everlasting dowinion,
which shall not pass nway, and His kingdom
(hat which shall not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7: 14.)
“The splendor of this deseription of the dominion
of the coming King is unvivalled ; and its lo-
cality is not heaven, but earth; for, as if to
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prevent all mistake here, we are agsured that
/it is “ uxpen the whole heaven.”

One more proof of that which has been suffi-
ciently proved already, if the reader accepts the
testimony of Secriptore in its fair and obvious
meaning. We have alrendy referred to the
parable of the pounds. Why did our Lord

" deliver this purable? To correct the mistake
-

l

THE REMOVAL OF THE SAINTS.

How many things have been taken for
granted, without proof!  How have things
that are different heen confounded, because of
their similarity!  What a blind deference hus
heen paid to great names, to authority, to com-
mentators, to  text-hooks! To dissent from
thew, to think for yourself, to independently
ihvestigate,~—how often have these things fast-
ened a taint of supposed beresy, and that even
in the Protestant Church! How often has con-
fusion arisen from the asserted, but unproved,
sceming tautulogy of parallel passages ! In
fine, how often, in the modern Church, HaS
rnk worp of God been made of no effect
through the tradition of the elders!

“We thankfully accept the experience and the
labors of our forefathers in exegetical studies,
herever such can be proved to be sound. But,
if vot—percant! #Tothelaw, and to the
Harmonize the Scriptures. Use
diligeutly the Bible. If their conclusions can-

testimony I

not stand this test, it is “ because there is no
" light in them.” If they “speak not according
to this Ward,” their conclusions must be, very
“yréspeetfully—perbaps regretfully—laid aside.
“We refuse to take gtatements cx cathedrd,
“We prefer to vegard the Holy Scriptures as &
qfrésh volume, just put into our hands, as it
igre, for the first time. To us they are new,
bowever ancient and venerable in themselves.
oIt scems ineredible how men of otherwise
‘gound judgment, and of undoubted piety, should
be Bo-warped as to refuse to apply to the Bible
the rule they cwploy with every other writing,

e —
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of the people who thought that the Lingdom
of God should immediately appear.”’ {Luke
19:11.) The time of its appcarance, however,
cannot be far off now. Al crention groaus for
it. And when it comes, may the reader and
the writer be honored with admission to its

glory!

e G
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viz., to accept words in their plain mesning.
But such is the force of prejudice and of habit,
and such is the reverence for traditional teach~
ing, that un artificial, mavufactured seuse is
looked for almost everywhere, and predic(ions
or narratives are believed to be clothed n
+ figurative Janguage,” when the passage, ac-
cording to the wuiversally admitted Jaws of
language, contains not o solitary figure. The
angelic message to the Virgin: “Thou shalt
conceive in thy womb," is not violently distorted
to mean, “ Thou shalt entertain an idea in thy
mind ;' but the equally plain declaration, “He
shall reign over the house of Jacob forever," is
asserted to meay, ¢ He shall be supreme in the
affections of Christinns.”  The whole system is
so utterly incredible that it is 2 marvel of mar-
vels how scnsible men could have been induced
to give it confidence.

We have thought it well to let these remarks
precede and puve the way for the consideration
of that important topic which forms the subject
of this and a subsequent paper, viz., the fate
of true disciples at the close of this dispensation
or age. It hasbeen suggested, additionally, by
the jnteresting letter in vol. ili, page 156. The
reply to this letter is entirely satisfactory as
regards the virgius; but it has (jndiciously) left
untouched the difference between the “servant”
of Duke 12: 45, and the ‘evil servant’’ of Matt.
14 : 48, both of whom say in their hearts, “ My
lord delayetl his coming,” and both of whom
are ¢ cut off" from privileges; whilst the latter
only iz doomed to weeping and goashing of
tecth, because ke, in nddition, is & hypocrite :
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aud from want of a clear apprehension of this
difference, as well ag of the fact, that being
@ eut off” (nargin) does not necessarily imply
loss of sulcation, arises the difficulty in the
mind of the writer of the aforesaid letter.

Tu a previons paper (see Prophetic Times,
val. iii, pp. 149, 14.4) the guestion was cow
sidered, What ave the New Testament eagles?
But the subject has still wider bearings, as we
purpose now Lo show, as far as God has given,
and shall give, enabling grace.

1t eannot be too often repeated that there are
varions stages in the Second Advent of our
Lord, ns was the case at his First Coming in
the flesh. Tna general view, the praphets speak
of hoth of these as single cvents, although both
consist of a number of particular and sucees
sive oecurrences, just as we spenk of the IPrench

Jevolution, the A merican Revolution, the Bug-
lish Revolution, the great American Rebellion,
as single events.

Tt was the want of a clear insight nto the
various sensons and stages that ecaused the dis-
ciples, nod wany of the Jewish people of old,
to be so much at aloss respecting the appavent
Messinhship of the Prophet of Galilee.  “Ismot
this the Clrist?’  And yey “Out of Galilee
ariseth no prophet.” Both were right; but the
conclusion the objectors drew was erroneous.

It was predicted to Daniel, that iu the time

of the end——up to which time the propheey
ghould be sealed—many should run to and fro,
and knowledge should be increused.  This pro-
phecy is fulilling before our cyes, in a double
sense. Men have made surprising discoverics
in science and the arts; and locomotion, and
the transmission of intelligence, have become
woaderfully rapid through the aid of steam aud
electricity.  So, also, the true millenarian
Juith of the Primitive Church having, in the
providence of Gud, been strikingly revived, ear
pest studeats have “run to and fro” over the
sacred pages; and the Divine Blessing on their
indefatigable and prayerful inzestigalious has,
through the harmouizing of the various por-
tions, added very greatly Lo our insight into the
purposes of the Lord.

And of all the clear inferences drawn, none
is so remarkable and important as the difierence
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botween the ¢ parousia” and the “epiphany ;"
or, in other words, the glorious visible mani-
festation of the Lord, and his previous silent,
unheralded, unnoticed, and unknown coming
as a thiefl

This “ coming as o thief,” just as the iniquity
of the carth has ripened, is imminent. It may
occur at any moment.

Those who are “ready” will be translated, as
Enoch was, and be thus “ kept from the hour
of trial that is to come upon the whole world;"
and the reason which Jesus gives for it is, be-
cause they have kept the injunction” He left
eoncerning the patient expecting” of Him,
and the patient enduring of the suffering inci-
dental to it, which suffering He, in the days of
lis flesh, experienced to the full. It was in
this sense that John, after having understood
the coming wonders of the Revelation, said:
“1 am your compauion in the suffering con-
nected with the present time of patient expeuta
tion of the coming of Jesus.”

Men and brethiren, are these things so? or
is such an cxpectation indecd an idle dream?
The Seriptures prowise thay some shall be pre-
served from “the hour of temptation ;7 that
some shall % be counted worthy” to escape all
these things, and “to stand before the Son of
Man.” TuEX OTHERS WILL NOT- Aund in no
other way than by successive stages in the Ad:
vent can the apparent contradictions between
the announced, and public, and visible, appear-
ing in glory, and the unannounced, silent, sud-
den, ¥ coming as a thief” be reconciled.

Tt is often objected: “The coming of Jesus
cannot be 0 near a3 some assert, because none
of the predicted convulsions of nature have
taken place—the san has not yet been turned
into darkness, nor the moon into Dblood, as is
foretold they will be antecedent to it.T This
objection would hold were it not that the Serip-

tures, on the other hand, represent that sublime
event as occurring in a manuver totally unan-
nounced aud unexpected. It is nudeniable that
it is the repeatedly expressed will of God that
every believer, {rom the earliest time, shonld
he in so expectant an attitade as not to look
for any expected prophelic event to oceur be-
tween his lifetime and the cominyg of Jesus.

ol Antichrist, the Judgments of the Seals, the
. Lrumpets and the Vials, the Battle of the Great
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“This is the exact fruth. Let who will denyit,
ithe grand. fact remaing, that the parousia, the
’ udden, silent coming of Jesus as a thief, is the
<ty Jfirst event in the predicted galaxy of won-
ders. .
Whatever events might oecur before then in
Alic History of the world and of modern king-
dqms, neither the Greut Tribulation, the Reign

‘iiy,of;(}od Almighty, the appearing of Jesus
n flaming fire (2 Thess. 1:7,8),the judgment
the liviug vations {Matt. 25), nor the glories
tie Millennium, ean take place unlil the
drrected, translated, and crowned saints that
g‘g’é made kings and priests shall have been re-
‘oved into the presence of the Lamb; for there
ol being in spirit, in the Lord’s day, saw
them before any of the wonders of Jesus re-
ialod were enucted. The other companies
giwed: it was not until afterwards—until

irvest of the earth ripe, which having been
forad—" the reapers are the angels”*—-it
offowed that the wine press, too, of God’s wralk
todden, when blood, for two hundred miles’
uce, was four feet deep. (Rev. 14.)

&t wnd biethren, are these things so? If
€y aré so, indeed, then can anything be more
riant than 1o be acquainted with the in-
Ges that-inny fairly be drawn from a close
on and harmony of the predictions of the
sedent removal of the ready saints?  Con
g he more intensely interesting than to

orbing importance of which throw into the
Liadé the revolutions of earthly kingdoms, and
mitish into reverse-telescopic minuteness the
itideut of temporal stations and riches!

The ‘romoval -of the New Testament engley
Although we do not yet positively

B k"l3: 35)—probably a translation of a

portion of the Church will take place at each
of these—yet we do kunow that all-important
event is near; and are sofe, and warranted by
Seripture, in looking for it. The signs of the
times, and especially the wonderfully altered
condition of the Jewish people, give a clear
geueral indication. Besides which, the fore
shadowing yearday fulfilment of the Revela-
tion, dim though it be, is nearly run out; and,
above all, the predicted 6000 years have nearly
expired, and all the other prophetic chronolo-
gical periods, in their forcshadowing yearday
fulfilment, are just running out. It makes no
difference that, as yel, the precise day and hour
cannot be pointed out. God has wigely per-
mitted this until the Great Trihulation begins,

first fruits had been removed—that he saw.

or {for more attentive and prayerful minds)
unti! Daniel’s predicted covenant of one week
shall have been made. {Dan. 9:27.) The facts
remain the same. Nor does the * confirming”
of this covenant necessarily precede—it proba-
bly does not precede—the translation of the
cagles. Werepeatit, their removal is the very
first event in the coming galaxy of wonders.
And what if some, unwilling to go through
the prayerful and laborious investigation that
leads (as yet) to the full conviction of these
facts, should be unable to perceive them?
May not this very thing, i’ an unbelieving age, -
be permitted of God, as o test of their fidelity,
especiallyif they occupy & ministerial position 7%
The removal of the New Testament eagles
is close at hand. It is & time of universal ex-
peetation. Al thinking minds in the whole

# The author of an able work that bas lately
appeured, discussing the various theories put forth
concerning the Second Advent (a work that has
hardly even received a respectful notice in the theo-
logical works of the day)—R. C. Shimeall’s ¢ Qreat
Question of the Day’’—in his appeal to sowe of the
leading post-millennial clergymen of the United
States, well says:
+Is ip not, we submit, a fearful thought if, per-
chance, the very exrors which originnte in the in-
firmities of the Lord’s servants should be designed,
in Ilis ali-wise providence, as & test of our fidelity

% The sielle (Rev. 14) is not used for gathering
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in ‘searching the Seriptures dnily whether these
things be so,” and, in onsec of our neglect to do this,

! lo ‘blind the minds' of those who, on the above

pretext, reject the truth? (Poges 26 and 26.)
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Church are asking what is about to transpire.
We have reached the year 1866, the annus
mirabilis, so long looked forward to as the
termination of the Pope's temporal dominion,
and pointed out as such by various commenta-
tors.  Aud it is most remarkable that for seve-
ral years past, by common consent, the * Week
of Drayeér,” at the beginning of the year, has
Deen very generally observed by the Church in
all parts of the world. Not “two or three”
have agreed on carth as touching the things
they shall ask, but the great majority of the
most earncst and  pious believers. Will not
God hear bis own elect that thus cry to Him
fur o revival of genuine religion, and the uni-
versal prevalence of Christianity 7 e will.
But Ue will answer “by terrible things in
richteousness”  Judgment, in both senses of
the word, will begin at the house of God, as it
always does, both by the trauslation of the
ready saints, who even now cry day and night,
# Come, Lord Jesus,” and by the persecution
of others by Antichrist.  The post-millena-
rinn Lrethren are expecting the conversion of
the world; the pre-millenarian brethren ave
expecting the opening of the grand drama of
the Revelation.
thing unusual. Not that these things must

But all are expecting some-

necessarily occur in the now present year, 1866,
but that “ the time is fulfilied,” and that the
winding up is just taking pace.  Lhe parousia
may occur this very night, ov any night or duy
We challenge the world to dis-

B B R

ag it passes.
prove it.

——

1S IT A STUMBLING-BLOCK?

Somr oue wiites us, that he receives, and
reads with iutervest, our woeekly issues, bat that
be has oune difficulty which deters him from
accepting the doctrine of the imminency of our
Saviour's coming. “One thing,” he writes, “is,
and always has been, a stumbling-block in my
it is this: In reading the New Testa-
we see evidently that the Apostles them-

mind;
ment,
sclves most certainly believed aud wught that
Christ's second coming would occur during their
centuries

How
then can we be much impressed with the idea

lives or gencration; and yet many
have passed away, and he has not come.

IC TIMES.

of his coming in our day? Their words and
their views, gathered, as we are obliged to
gather them, from the New Testament, do not
afford a solid, satisfactory basis for & convin-
cing argument, wistaken as they evidently were
themselves. Can you wonder then why some
Christians hesitate to adopt your views, 80 far
as decidedly to affect their own lives or teach-

ings?”

We think our correspondent has found a diffi-
culty where noue exists. If the point he urges
is of any force, it weighs as heavily against
Christianity in general and agninst the credi-
Dility of the sacred writers as inspired teachers,
g against our particular doetrines.  If heisa
Christian, and bolds the New Testament to be
an inspired book, the same processes by which
he reconciles his alleged difficulty with his fuith
in the Gospels and Epistles will also reconcile
it with what our Serial is meant to teach. It
is, therefore, an adequate meeting of the case,
in the shape in which he has presented it, just
{o turn it over to the department of Christian
evidences, in which all Christians, of all shades
of Lelief, are us much concerned with it as our-
selves. We may say, however, that he has not
correctly represented the facts in his premises,
nor nrgued logically in reaching his conclusions.
A more accurate version of the matter deserves
to be given, and in that may be found a satis-
factory removal of the block at which he has
been stumbling.

There is, indeed, 2 good deal of variety, and
seeming conflict, in the declarations of the
Seriptures as to the nearness or remoteness of
the Saviour's second coming. That many of
the early Christians expected it to come in
their day is not to be doubted. Paul spoke of
himself and his brethren as likely to be among
“ihem that are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord.” (1 Thess. 4: 17.) e
wrote to the Corintbians that bis calculation
was that they should “not all sleep” before the
tme would come in which “the last trumyp”
would sound, and they ‘“be changed.” (1 Cor.
15: 31, 52.) And to the Hebrews he said:
@ Yot « little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarey.” (Heb. 10: 37.)
James, also, wrote 10 the twelve tribes which

[

are scattered abroad, stablish your hearts, for
“the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” (5:8.)
- Peter wrote to the saints in Poutus, Gulatin,
“‘Gappadoeia, Asia, and Bithynia : “The end of
#il'things ts at hand: be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer.” (1 Pet.4:7.) John
wrote : “Little childven, it is the last lime;
#bd as ye have heard that the Anutichrist shall

“¢ome, -even now there are many Antichrists;
liereby we know that it is the last time.”
John 2:18.)

#And yet, there was no such settled confidence
and certainty in the miuds of these Apostles, or
“intended to be conveyed Dby these words, as
fough the event referred to might not be per-
cliance yet long delayed. As Professor Butler
aswell observed: “The same St. Paul who
essed the Thessalonians in bis first epistle
{they, yet alive, were to behold the coming
rist, in his sccond warns them that his
were meant to justify no such certuinty,
inuch as that the day of Christ was to be
eceded by a great and conspicuons apostasy.
same St. James who had spoken of the
e coming as drawing nigh, introduces bis
ertion with exhortations of endurance, and
‘ations drawn from the ‘long patience’
he husbandman waiting for the fruit of the
i The same St. Peter who in bis first
yxsbl'e contemplates the end .of all things uf
dy.and bids Christians hope for the ‘grace’
je-brought at the revelation of Christ, in his
ond-obviates objections to the tardy march
he expected Judge, not by denying the fact
88 our correspondent’s conclusion would re-
fo), but by reminding his reader that the
#d is not slack as some men count slack-
8, but long-suffering to usward, aod that the
es of His providence are framed upon a
in-which one day is as a thousand years,
thousand ycars as oue day. And the
¢ok of Revelation which promises the
pidireturn of Christ unfolds an antecedent
erids of events, probably to occupy long-re-
-ages.!

is:also to be noted in this connection, that
Seriptures themselves repeatedly declare
the first Christians were purposely beld
from all certain and definite knowledge

EDITORIAL

‘the subject, His reply was:

respecting the times and seagons. LEven Christ
himself is represented as, at one time, unin-
formed as to that point. His own words, more
than once recorded, are: * Of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which
are in heaven, neither the Som, but the Father
only.” (Mark 13:32; Matt. 24:36.) And so
when His disciples cuestioned Him on
“7t is not for you

again,

to know the times or the seasons which the Fa-
ther hath put in His own power." (Aects 1: 17.)
These passages, conneeted with others of like
tenor, prohibit us from expecting any certain
or definite information from the writers of the
New Testament as to the exact time of the
Advent. They inform us in advance that, so
far as it was given them to know, the Saviour's
coming might be in their day, or it might be
deferred toa period in the remote future. Their
words are, therefore, no more to be taken as
asserting or fixing the Advent as certainly to
take place in their day than as having refer
ence to events which did happen in their day,
which some lLave been disposed to accept as
the coming of Christ, to which they were look-
ing with so much anxiety and hope.

And then again, so fur from arguing the
non-inspiration of the Apgstles, or the untrust-
worthiness of their words respecting Christ's
coming, the indefinite imminency in which the
New Testament leaves it ought to induce the
contrary conclusions. It shows the presence,
wot the absence, of Divine wisdom in the whole
matter, in soarranging the allusions to the time
as to seoure the same practical effeets for every
age without coufining the promisc to any.  We
cun readily see how Providence would have de-
foated some of the very ends at which it alms
it any other method bad been adopted, or the
manner of speaking of the time of the Advent
bad been anything different from what itis. It
is the Divine will that the return of our Lord
stiould be, in every generation, the subject of
perpetuanl watchiulness, expectation, conjecture,
fear, desire. To cherish anticipation, be has
permiticd gleams of liglt to cross the darkuess;
o baffle presumption, he has made them ouly
gleams. He bas harmonized with consumimate
gkill every partof his revelation 1o produce this
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tenements of clay, He is coming, first, to gather
His slumbering and living saints to meet Him,
and then come with them to renovate the
earth. He comes for His saints before com-
ing with them.

RICHARD BANTER ON THE ADVENT.

Would it not rejoice your hearts if you were
sure to live to see the coming of the Lord, and
to see his glorious appearing and retinve? If
you were not to .die, but to be canght up thus
to see the Lord, would you be averse to this?
Would it not be the greatest joy that you could
desire? For my own part, I must confess to
you that death, ns death, appeareth to me as an
enemy, and my nature doth abhor and fear it.
But the thoughts of the comiug of the Lord are
most sweet and joyful to me, so that it I were
but sure I should live to sec it, and that the

el -

trumpet should sound, and the dead should
rise, and the Lord appear, before the period of
my age, it would be the joyfullest tidings to me
in the world. O that I might see his kingdom
come! Tt isthe character of his saints to love
his appearing, and tolook for that blessed hope.
“The Spirit and the Bride say come; even so
come, Lord Jesus.,” Come quickly, is the voice
of fuith, and hope, and love. But I find not
that his servants are thus characterized by their
desire to die. It is, therefore, the presence of
their Lord they desire; but it is death that they
ablor, and therefore, though they can submit
to death, it is the cowing of Christ that they
love and long for. If death be the last enemy
to be destroyed at the resurrcction, we may
learn how earnestly believers should long and
pray for the second coming of Christ, when this,
full conquest shall be made.—Baaler’'s Works,
vol. 16, p. 555,

Glitorinl,

THE REMOVAL OF THE CHURCH.
THE FOURFOLD SUCCHSSION.
(Continued from page 44.)

W believe that the removal of the Church,
in its entirety, will be gradual, and in succes-
sive companies.  To set forth this great fact, is
the main object of this paper.

The grand “ harcest,” as has been intimated
above, takes place just before the glorious
“ epiphany,” or visible descent of Jesus in ma-
jesty and glory. Itisdescribed in Matt. 24 : 30,
31. It occurs “immediately afier” the Great
Tribulation, when the sign of the Son of man
shall have appeared in heaven. It is then that
the Lord descends with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God.
The whole Church, in itsextremity of agony, will
then be crying, ¢ Come, Lord Jesus,” and be
looking for His appearance with intense eager-
ness of expectation, as the only possible deli-
verance from the unparalleled fierceness and
persecution of Antichrist and his confederate,
Satan,—perhaps incarnate in him.

To this prayer the whole Church must come.

the grand climacteric of the present dispeusa-
tion. Happy are those who, through prayerful
Berean scripture-searching, come to understand
this. Happy, above oll, is the first company !
Those who do not wait for any demonstration
to their outward senses. Those who are found
not only reading,understanding and ready, but
teaching. Matt. 24:46; Luke 12:43; and
giving this, the meat then in season. They
have the highest promise in the Bible.

But we are firmly persuaded that such is
the immens cprejudice engendered by the pre-
possessions of modern “spiritualizing,” teach-
ing that the great bulk of the Church will not
believe until the miraculous proofs have so
multiplied that they will walk by sight ; behold-
ing and feeling the unparalleled prodigies of
the last days, both Satanic and Divine. For
“he” (Antichrist), *doeth great miracles.”
Rev.13:13. ‘“1Ifit were possible, they shall de-
ceive the very eleet.”” Matt. 24: 24, Behold,
I have told you before”” Oun this awful pas-
sage, “He doth great wonders,” the believing
Church has ever kept its eye.

This universal prayer, aud the answer to it, are

And this is the place to remark that, even

" “with our present light, we cai, already, dis-
" Ainctly trace o fourfold removal, u.fourfold suc-
“cession, and & threefold trauslation, ?ogether
with (probably) a threefold resurrection. '1.
v 9. The wise virgins, 3. The Wil-
etness saints. 4, The great tribulation saints.
These are -the living believers at the Lord’.s
Advent. They, together with the vast multi-
‘tude of dead saints that shall be resurrected,
oristitute the body of the New Testament elect.
the first Advent there was a guccession 0
distinct events. Both analogy and Scripture
Gitit to a similar succession at the sccond.
In o recent article, entitled The Bagles,” |
ee Prophetic Times,” Vol 111 1.29,
4), we spoke of the removal, by tr'anslahon,
hic Eagles and of the Wise Virgins, as oc-
rTing antecedently to that of the great body
: and such is the case; neverthe-
like-

The eagles.

belicvers ;
esg, we must distinguish between them
For, in the limeof the Virgins, the whole
Thurch—all ‘the Virgins,—go forth to n:ect
¢ Bridegroom. That time is not now. Ko,
the Jews of old, at Corinth, Acts, 18: 6, op-
sed themselves, and blasphemed, when Paul
;unounced that the Messiab had becn crucified,
a8 too, at Thessalonics,
“Greach, is Messiab,”)
e great body of the Church derides‘:
| reign on eagh, and stigmatizes :
sarnal™ and visiopary; thus attempling sacri-
giously, albeit unwillingly, to rob the Divine
Sufferer of the brightest jewels of his crown.
once, too, the peculiar favor shown tc.) 't.hose
who, among believers, are pressed in sp.mt not
iily to hold and confess the singular faith, but
S0 to expect Jesus, being ready: for God’s
e ig, “ Them that honor me 1 will honor.”
But what is the time of the Wise Virgins?
&sus answers, Matt. 25: 1, ¢ then”  Thus he
efines it; relatively, if not absolutely. And
on is this “then?” Tt secms strange that
t-ghould, as far as we lknow, have hitherto been
ywerlooked, that in the naturalorder of the nac-
rﬁﬁve (and we must accept-that order, unless
nyincing reasons are shown o the contrary),
Virgins go forth after the Eagles hm"e
Been removed, 1tiswhen that servant, who s
found giving the meat in due season, shall

it as
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have been made ruler ove
And what is the meat in dune season?
context shows that it is faithfnl
conneetion with the com: 5
the Lord when He cometh shall find so doing.

These faithful teachers are
nouncing His persomﬂ
ral, but proclaiming

and
gular faithfulness, . .
£ 1 too often, the goodwill of their brethren (which,
next to the Master’s,
is counted for righteousncss u ;
Abrabam and Phinehas of old, though 1n another
sense ;
question 18,

in the same way now, | Scriptures, as that on iug 15
His per- | pends, and that the prayerful expectation oL 1
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¢ all the Lord’s goods.
The
teaching, m
ng as e thief: * Whowm
found not ounly an-
reign on earth, in gene-
His immediate Advent,
the manner of it, 83 o thief. And this sin-
at the risk of self and even,

they value wost highly),
ato thei, as with

and especially becaunse the malter in
as it were, the apple of the Redeem-
eward that was sct before

er's eye, viz., the ¢ : ;
he ¢ despised the shame.’

him, for which, alone,

These saints,—the Eagles,—when the 1:'xst
and wmost fearful night of earth’s sorrow beging
to overshadow it, are taken away, \
becuuse they needed no arging Lo pray, “ Come
Lord Jesus,” aud therefore had already t}x(
mind of the Spirit.  See Rev. 92 : 117, 20. ].! o
it canuot be too often repeated that the coming
of Jesus is the grand poiut, held up to view

“at even,’

“This Jesus whom } by the Holy Ghost at the close of the sacrec

which everything de

is the trne posture of the Church.

The Bagle saints are identical with th'c saint
of Rev. 5, and likewise [perhaps]' wTLh th
144,000 of Rev. 14; but-we are mchne§ t
think that the latter may be a narrower circl

The Bagle saints undoubtedly

of the former.
(though w

said on a former occasion
clearly comprehen

ag we
did not then yet quite :
the distinction between them and the Wis
Virgins), comprise both chang(‘zd living ouc:
and resurrected believers. Their “]ot," is i/
prize of the high calling, 7° BoxBucr. Phy
3.14. They comprise, in the geueral, pot
changed living and resurrected dead saint:
but i: the narrower sense, they are the ﬁrst
changed living pelievers ouly. 1’a'ul will, u
be among them, seeing he e
horted all that were © complete” (rérwoc—Dh
3 :15), ta be thus minded, viz., to seek for t
by the Holy Ghost that t

questionably,

prize. Knowing
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coming as a thief would not occar in his life-
time,—although he also knew that “we shall
not all die,” and that Jesus had said, “ He that
ig living, and believeth in Me,shall ncver die,”—
his utmost ambition and effort were, not to at.
tain a resurrection, in general, in which even
the wicked, however uuwillingly, naturally
share, but to ¢ that resurrection from amongst
the dead ones ;" (Greek): Phil.3: 11 ; al which
algo he will rceceive the crown of righteous-
ness, which, at present, is still reserved for him.
2d Tim. 4:8.

This glorious eompany is identical with the
gymbolical Man-child of Rev. 12, “caught up
to God and to His throue.” Rev. 12:5. Doubt-
lessly, also, it constitutesthe Bride. Speaking
generally, the whole Chureh, perkaps, and even
the New Jerusalem itself; as embodying all
within it, may be called the wife of the Lamb:
Rev. 21:95 but that there is a Bride, in a
stricter and narrower sense, is apparent from
Ps. 45, and Canticle 6. In Psalm 45, we read
of the king’s daughter, of the virgins her com-
panions, and of the queen.  In Canticles 6, we
read of threescore queens, fourscore conca-
bineg, and virging without number.  In Canti-
cles 6 : I3, we not only find the Bride, the Shul-
amite (the feminine of Sheloms, the Prince of
Peace), but also a most remarkable allusion to
her twofold nature, embracing changed living
ones and resurrected ones,in the dual word “ Ma-
banain;” which word oceurs in the Hebrew in
one other-passage only, and is very significant.

We have no doubt that those who are not in
the habitof closely comparing and harmonizing
the word of God, will speak snceringly, almost
contemptuously, of this; sad experience fully
prepares us for it; but, every word of God is
pure, and all Seriptareis profitable for doctrine,
for instruction.  He that is now already able 10
receive it, et him receive it; but this attain.

“ment is not, we admit, to be had without labor

and devotedness.  Nor will it do to hold this
sublime truth in unrighteousness, nor even mere-
ly speculatively; entire conseeration is presup-
posed: for those redeemed away from the
earth, and _from amongst men, follow the Lamb
whithersvever Tle goeth. He that is able to

receive it, let him receive it. Nevertheless,

whereunto we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same
thing; and if, in anything ye be otherwise
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

But we cannot help nsking again: how is it
possible for these to attain to such & conviction
who are not yet sufficiently in earnest, or who
have not yet prayerfully investigated Scripture
sufliciently to be able to distinguish first priunci-
ples,—to be able to decide hetween premillen-
nialism aud postmillennialism, the great ques-
tion of the day ?

Men and brethren, we solemnly ask again,
are these things so? 1f they are,—if even
there is only much to be drawn from Seripture
in their favor,—we would earnestly say to op-
posers, in the language of the prophet, in refer-
euce to this selfsame coming crisis, “ Be ye
not mockers, lest your bauds be made strong.”
Paul, verily, thought within himself that he
onght to do many things contrary to Jesus of
Nazareth. Festus told him he was mad. He
replied that he spoke forth the words of truth
and soberness.  And on another oceasion, too,
the Jews gave him audicnce up to n certain
point, and then eried : “ Away with such a fel-
low from the earth, for it is not fit that he
should live” Oun Stephen, too, being full of
the Holy Ghost, they guashed with the teeth,
so incredible did the truth &ecem. Might there
not be a similar, to some seemingly reasona-
ble, incredulity now ?

Men and brethren, are these things so? If
they are,—if the removal of the Eagles is the
very first link in the chain of coming wonders,
if no further previous intimations may be looked
for,—if the Lord’s promise and his coming to His
Church as a thief (Rev. 3 :3) may occur now,
bow much reason there is for the twelfth propo-
sition in the doctrinal thesis put forth with the
first number of the ‘ Prophetic Times,” viz,
“ We believe that very importaut intercsts are
connected with the right understanding and
diligent inculeation of these truths, as indicated
in Dan, 12:9, 12; Mait. 24:42, 51; Luke
21:34, 36; # Thess. 5:1, 95 2 Tim. 4:8;
Heb. 9:28; Rev. 16:15; where it is taught
that only those who are properly awake to these

particular matters, and watchful, and waiting,

6y
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- - . .
come for the wise virging. During this per;ﬁodt
the iniquity of the earth will ripen so fast thu
1 be brought into a fearful ex-

" gud Tooking for the Lord's speedy return, t;l;d]
‘fa'r"é’pnre accordingly, shall escape the dreutszf e e i i
! i 3 - \J i
iribdlations which are to mark the last yea Brstiang o ess and O etion; they
this dis ion, or secure the high and pecu- | tremity e " s
thig dispensation, or € ® oand faith- | find themselves unprotee® s xpored, 0
‘honors in reservation for the wisc a o el e e of ,,Eur; u
i ke the Eagles, they,
est, from which, up 5 o
Iv,)hro,unrh unwatchfulness, were .not cuug «,\
wort.hoy” (o escape. For the Bridegroom oes
not come _for them antil midnight; untxfll Ant(;—
ist i bout to be eunthroved, and,
christ is sctunlly abou! > eut
sitting in the temple of God, issues the dectr\e.e
i is
respecting bis image-worship. And t11Jy ]ln,e
1253 i inary { things, the e(
«« We wait for Jesus from the skies; . time, in the ordinary COUTSE O o5, aue]Zd
Soon shall His glories gre¢t 017 477 will bave been worn off . from the unpar
' el e £ disappointment and of expec-
Let it never be forgotten that whatever MY | 1o oqe both of disappot and of oxec
; h iritual attainments of believers, in - the ordinary business of life icw
b s, Seripl make his d the cares of this life will be
fier respects, the Holy Scriptures mat N an Rt b o
; position, this spiritual cond\t.lon,‘ this expe : i s i o
the test of the spiritual condi- porplesity,

‘thrice and four times blessed those, who,

vhile sighing: ‘
«t\Vhen ehall earth bloom agnin
In Eden’s blessedness ?”’

i riptural reason for the
g0 give & sober and scriptural reaso

bpe that is in them, when they add:

tation
for attention;
doubly pressing, in :
expected complications,

i ioi ! rowd npon each other.
op of the whole man. Rev. 3. It may \t)e and prodigics, w‘u_‘cm(ﬂm Br‘_‘dewmom e
med. Tt may be explained away- But, 18- | yonce they nod, whils g

¢ Beeause | g g yet aroused by the midnight ery,—per
haps a,direct announcement from lfex\ven,
heard only by believers,—the WIIse vxlrgms nor;
2y v n
i ; For, observe, they have
justantly ready. . : : e
i slation of the luagies,
learnt, from the tra? e Kag ’
ray ’anxiously: « Come, Lord Jesus " Ob
Is)e\'ve also, they are not the Bride; thcy.cn.n
only ’0'0 in to the wedding. But even this is
. .
anspeakuble privilege.
“I:hy this distinction between them m\?1 the
‘ . . - 1 ~ no1
2 We angwer, 1118 just. They di
they did not rely exclu
the Lord; they did no
demounstra

Sut of the Bible, it cannot be..
it Tinst kept the word of my patience, I i.xlso
“keep thee from the hour of temptation,
h shall come upon all the world, to try
Mo that dwell upon the earth.” .
h‘?'i}{\éhs\:cgdd clulss consists of the Wise Vir-
igins. The trumpet shall sound. Bu‘t whet,l.le‘r
bolically at thg seventh year-day vfa\ (\Vhl(fl
1t of the seventh trumpet), or literally in

whether the removal of the rend.y,
in)g, cxpecting, supplicating Engles, will
not be visible lo those behevera. who wall: by naked faith ;
be left behind,—one thing is very evident, sively on the word of | 0
A%, hat so astounding an event w‘ill.wzxke 9P | | cliove until they had o mx:‘nc‘u S
b whole Church. Then all the virgins (none apture of the lhalg e‘}. .
‘the ungodly can be virgins) will go f)ut 10 th: e
oot the brideyroom. Yvery Dbeliever will not
ly. become couvinced of the truth of the
willennial advent, but will expect the com-
of Jesus for himself, and that sZtorlly.
‘ i'tiphecy'wﬂl no longer be neglected, but be
i i6d and be understood. ) .

WBut, five of these virgins will not only nod,
the Wise Virgins also do, but be'foohsh.
ot 3t is much to be noted that o considerable
rval of time,——prolm\ﬁy several years, per-
ps three and a hulf years,—will eluﬂpse befo.re1
‘the Bridegroom, having fetched the Eagles, wil

eagles

tion in the r

As for the world, when : !
the sudden disappearance oi’so many knyowl
t gpthusiasts” shall have subsided, the newsps
ke light of the whole matter; &Y‘I
by the time the wise virgins are tuAl\e:',) t(‘
rapid development of \.rViC\{CdHCSS, dnono‘:m
rect Satanic agency, will have becc?me so‘ 1
that even 8n gudible angelie proe am
wm fresh tood for wer

pers will ma

mous,
tion will only afford the

ment and blasphemy .
At the coming of Jesus, the Church 18, o8
its moral condition, divided into seven clas
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of believers, as we icarn from the second and
third chapters of the book which shows us Je-
sus revdaled. The wisc virgins are the Smyr-
nians. ‘They do not escape the hour of tempta-
tion, slthough they ave taken away before the
Great Tribulation itself. No fault is found
with théicwant of entire devotedness, as in the
case of the five churches ; yet it is said to them,
“ Fear noie of those things which thou shalt
suffer”” They did not, in time, “ wait for the
Son of God from heaven.” They did not ob-
serve the Saviour’s “special injunction to pa-
ticutly expect and look for Iis appearing with-
out warning, suddenly, as a thief.”

The: third class consists of the Wilderness
Saints.  They are enlirely distinet from the
others. We find the account of these saints in
Revelation 12,
manues, are preserved from the Great Tribula-
tion ; and, like the Wise Virgins, yet in an in-
feriar degree, are also kept from the full effects
of the hour of temptation.
manuner as the Eagles and the Wise Virgins, or
by a blessedness similar to theirs. They are
vot even, like the Wise Virging, a part in the
wedding. Unlike the other two classes, they
have no.share in the Enoch translation, com-
prising the first stages in the first resurrection;
they had not even the faith and the preparation
of the Wise Virgins, much less of the Eagles.
They are not translated, at all, as the others
are. There is also no simultancouns resurrec-
tion of sleeping saints, in their case; and they
are not taken up to mect the Lord in the air,
until the general hacvest is reaped.

When Satan is cast out from his present
abode in the aerial spaces into the earth, and
confined within éts narrow limits, iniquity ra-
pidly culminates, and prodigies multiply, com-
pellitig the Charch to return toits ancient faith,
the longing expectation of the coming and per- |
sousl reign of Messiab; in marked contrast to
the present state of things, wherein the Wicked |
one catcheth away the word of the kingdom
becanse it is not understood.

Thosewho are living just on the verge of the

They, too, in a miraculous

But not in the same

Great Tribulation, baving more tangible eviden-
ces than the translated Wise Virging had, will -
not equal them in Dblessedness; but if they
even then believe, and long for the Saviour's

I1C TIMES.

advent, they, too, in accordance with God’s
accustomed boundless mercy, shall be delivered
and be hidden, until “the indignation be over-
past.”’  Too slow in heart to believe, even with
the Wise Virgins, or else not sufficiently conse-
crated, help comes for them in another manner,
even when there is no room for them in the
pavilion-cloud. Ged will prepare an inaccessi-
ble place of refuge for them in “the Wilder-
ness ;" where, like Israel of old, they shall be
miraculously nourished during the whole con-
tinuance of Antichrist’s rale, viz,, for three
years and a half, or 1260 days.*

Up to this time the people of the Lord who
are left bebind, though sharing to the full in
the general and awful distress of the nations,
and the perplexity caused by the confusion of
nuture arising out of the development of spirit-
ualism into the open sorcery and Antichristian-
tsm of the last days,—ihe sea and the waves
voaring, and the powers of heaven being sha-
ken,—will have suffered no extremity of gene-
ral persecation on account of their religion.
But now, Antichrist being enthroned, and ar-
rogating to himself Divine houors, aud the wor-
ship of his image being made a political test,
they will fall as winrows before the scythe of
the mower.

* Much has been written and conjectured re-

specting the precize locality of this place of refuge, .

and tho manner of their gathering into it, whether
miraculous or otherwise. There is but one place
spoken of in the Bible under the name of the Wil-
derness.  We incline to believe that the place of
refuge will be the same Wilderness in which the
children And this becomes
almost certain when we reflect that it is a clear in-

of Israel wandered.

ference from Scripture that Mt. Sinai is the muster-
ing-place of the armics of heaven, previously to the
hattle of the great day of God Alwmighty, us we
bave shown in a previous article in these pages.
(See the article, “ Armageddon,’ Prophetic Times,
Vol. 1, Nos. 3 and '11.) This also accounts for
that battle taking place on the bprders of Iduwmon,
Is. 63, &e. : inasmuch as Antichrist, after captur-
ing Jerusalem, against which the nations were
gathered, advances into the Wilderness, in order, in
all probability, to remove by force the ouly remain-
ing open protest and obstacle against his universal

sway, viz, the hidden Church, the kuown adhe-

rent: of the Rival King.
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It has a specific application to
closing scenes of this dis-
« whogoever shall seck to
and whosoever shall
And hence, the
__al-

{he Vineyard.
a certain time in the
pensation. And thus, ‘
save his life, shall lose it3 N
his life shall preserve it . e
l\?::ent injunction Sor this specugl C::Lf::':on -
ready dimly foreshadowed at t}‘le es o
Jerusalem by Titus. Then 'he :v&c h{ o
be upon the housetop, and his s; ey
house, let him not come down 1o t?. e o w.‘se,
d Le that is in the field, let hm‘\, :, ewise,
Remember Liot's wife!l
fourth class of believ-
and

Just before this awful c}\1-
fiation, there comes another test of faithful-
‘5. To look for the coming of Jesus nsla
“thief (as in the case of the Eagles ‘and' ;1:
“Wise Virgins) will no longer be possmblel,1 3(,3
hided by the sure word of prop‘hccy, h\ Hl
spes of His people will now be directed to '113‘
hen- Epiphany. Those, therefox:e, wh'o w1d
#°be living on earth, led by tlus‘ P‘ﬂ\l\. s:tn

string chert, and no longer s?xrltuahmng
the word of God, will perceive that the
' ‘erisis ‘has arrived ; and that until t,l')e three a.nfl
bdlf years of the predicted raging of Anti-
st-shall have expired, the Church must
git-and suffer.
‘ in oider to avail themselves of the

aée of refuge prepared in the Wilderness, the'y
‘ g like Liot, at & moments

V “be compelled to flee o
wariing, leaving all their worldly affairs m'xd
: ’ ing with

‘mElR PROPERTY behind, and escap
y. This will, then,

ess and watchful-
far less faith than

nd now, mark.

an
not turn back.

But, finally,
ers, including

there is &
all the rest of the Church,

{ erted in
such as shall still afterwards, be converte

i d; for “it shull
\rors of the time of the end;
e o ¥ ¢ whosoever shall call upon

ord shall be saved.” These
are they who are left behind to pass hix;l)lu;‘;};
the Great Tribulations most of “'hf)m vill b
« Deheaded” (guillotined) for ref’usm.g (i)ve o
ship the beast and bis image, O t? lf(.:c.ihmd&
mark in their right band, or in their fof

Rev. 13.

But these, 100,
alive—and there W
converted before the

come to pass tha

Now,
the narme of the L

LL
Akeir lives, only for a pre
s the test of entire readin
§'; ugh it will require . '
hé‘sE’]atghl:sihowed, or even than the Wise Vx‘r-
‘s exhibited. And even theu,none but tho.he
Jlivistians who have now, at length, fu]l f:mh‘
! eiitire devotedness, will avail themseh"es ‘o‘t
the provided refuge in the manner then md'xs-
petisably necessary, viz., by c\'ntmg loose lllxlx
i\t\y, and at every sacriﬁce,;iyom all earthly

eventually, if any Temawl
ill probably be 8 few, just
Lord comes—will be trans-
; -
Jated to' His presence, tog&;ther (;v:;}) t:;c‘;\r:e
d ss Saints, nt or near-the end }
i(::lm:x Lalt years, or 1260 days of thz re‘x)g:'ut{‘)i
the Man of Sinj and with theu?, no don ’Fm.
great body of them that sleep 1m :Iesus.th t‘“c,
i Rev. 7, we read of a great maultitude u
- ; ber, standing before the throne
: he tribulation of the Grea
e ready ; mot unti
1 the terrors of thr

at many, though then

sdessarily and fully convinced of the nature
Messiah's kingdém, and of the 'urgency of
o crisis, will lingera day or two, with the pur-
"ﬁosé and in the hope of making some'ﬁnul g
, Reemper Lor's wirs! It is
Jesus puts in this most solernn
fuonition. And these, lacking even then,
illiand implieit faith, will be overtaken by the
“ and will not only not escape to the
1 Zoar, but will perish in, though n?h
“with, the antitypical Sodom. ’l“hu.s, our L‘(‘)ri 3
strange injunction will be ex.p\amed: “10—
ahember Lot's wifel” Tt applies to a particu-
‘ and the mystery of these words

;‘Ajn'd how natural th

man could num
having come out of t
One. Bat not antil they m;‘

e walching ; not unu
t(ih:za:llgribuhmog shall h“‘fe compelled.tbeu:1 ]tl,
be, with unutterable nnx‘le‘ty, exiectgngjesuq
supplicating in agony, ‘ Come, Lor 8

Sy 1
Come quickly !
Two Scriptore facts make it absolutely ce

ngle true member of the Chur

taiu that not a si -
aniversal will be left on earth wh'en Jes

comes: firstly, the suints all come with l] e,su
Zech, 14:5 1 Rev. 19 14 3 .Lhem that s ic-pl
Jesgus will Ged bring with Him : 1 Thess. 4:
and secondly, John expressly saw ;l\(lm.x,u
vision, in heaven, after they bad passed thro

‘rangements.
ust bere that

‘antitypica

lar.crisis ouly,

“jgsolved. )
", -And we may here remark that precisely the

_gamie is true of the parable of the Laborers in
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he Great Tribulation.
B2

Tor all true children of God, gpeaking in

gencral terms, there is a part allotted in the
rirst Resurrection, as distinguished from the
gecoud, which concerns chiefly the multitudes
of the ungodly dead. But, ou the other hand,
3t is important to understand that there are
several stuges in the First Resurrection. For,
anless we understand and believe, we canunot
expect, nor muke a corresponding preparation.
The coming as a thief is the lirst stage, or
Tonoch translation. And this coming as a thief
is subdivided into the successive removal of the
Eagles and of the Wise Virgins.

In general, we unhesitatingly assert, as above,
that we may gather from Scripture that there
are three great successive translations and a
fourfold succession of deliverances for the
saints. There scem to be hints of miunor sub-
divisions also; but of this we are unable to say
avything confidently as yet. But if it were 80,
it would be exactly analagous to God's dealings
with His people in times past, s we suppose.

We luy it down as an axiom that not anly
will there be, at the coming of Jesus, an exact
reward sccording Lo works, for both the trans-
lated living, and the resurrected dead sainots,
as stated in Rev. 11:18; Rev, 22:125 2 John
gy Is. 40: 105 Is. 62:115 at which time the
fire shall try every believer's work, and some
chall lose everything but their own salvation:
1 Cor. 3:13, 15; not ouly are there five differ-
cut crowns mentioned in Scripture: 1 Cor.
9:25; Rev. 2:10; 1 Thess. 2:19; 2 Tim.
4:8; 1 Pet. 5:4; (also, for Philadelphians
ouly: Rev. 3:11; the Redeemer bas many :
Rev. 19:12); not only are these things so, but
we have, in the gospels, distinct statements of
the Lord’s dealings with various classes of His
saints, at His coming. Some are with and of
the Bride. Some go in to the wedding. And
some, already, even at that early period, called
the thief-coming, are not taken until the Lord
« peturns fiom the wedding, and knocks.”

He that is able to receive it, let him receive
. We are not “indulging in wild fancies.”
We are nof “ fanatics.” Weare nof ¢ led away

by « heated imagination.” We are not tortar-

See Rev. 7:14; Rev. |ing into literalness, what is figurative lan-

guage. These are plain statements of Secrip-
ture. The onus probandi (obligation of proof’)
rests on those who deny it.

And, finally, with our whole soul we protest
aguinst the modern postmillennial heresy of the
Protestant Church, which says: “ My Lord de-
layeth His coming.” The Lord may come as
a thicf, at any moment. This is the uniform
testimony of the Bible. And agy system of
interpretation that puts any event between us
and that coming, whether a willenninm or &
covenant, must, so far at least, be erroncous.
With the utmost possible earnestness, we re-
peut that we are not to fook first (as so many
do, and are taught to do), for the dissolution
of the Turkish Empire, the re-establishment of
a Jewish state, in unbelicf; or the making of a
covenant with the unbelieving Jews by Anti-
christ, but only and exclusively, Jor the in-
stant and sudden parousia of the Son of Man.
Those great events are also imminent; but we
are not to look for diem ; we are not to put
anything between us and the Great Parousia,
lest. it surprisc us unprepared. It is the very
neat eveut described in the prophetic page.
There is uothing between us and it, as there
delineated. Therefore, be ye ready.

The grand and closing drama of this dispen-
sation or nion {dww), is just about to open.
And in it, the sudden, unheralded, instantancous
translation of the Kagles from earth to heaven,
into the immediate presence of our glorious
Bridegroom and first-born brother is the very
fust act. Tt behooves all Christians, therefore,
and especially all students of prophecy, to
weigh well the evidence before rejecting a8
“ yisionary,” (as so maony are inclined to do)
None but
{hose who are intelligently expecting, entirely
consecrated, and loose to the world, in short,
ready, will be taken with the Bagles. After
that it will be said of the other believers, not-
withstanding the Lord still greatly loves them:
8o we sce that they could not enter in (to
this Dlesseduess) because of unbeliefl” Heb.
3:19. Solemn thought!l We most earnestly,
most affectionately, most humbly ask our be-
loved bretliren and sisters, who are one with us

both the fact and its imminence.

EDITORIAL .

e
descension in visiting the cholera patients in
the hospitals of Paris, during the recent preves
lence of that plague. It says: ‘‘ Napoleon 111
made those visits in & manuer to exclude all
suspicion that he was prompted by political
motives and not by charity. Therefore, GLORY
In concert with the people of Paris,
(yive UEnrEREURY

-

iir:devotedness to the Crucified, how those can
b ready, who arc not only not expecting, but
Kave not even yet settled in their own minds
fiest principles of this mighty subject.

cader! Are you truly converted to God?
"Have you repented and trusted your soul en-
tely to Jesus? 1f not, you have neither part
nor lot.in this redemption and blood-purchased | we ¢ry out,
gsesgion. Behold, we beseech you, now in
o time of calin before the tempest, Lo come to
sus, 1o take him for your Saviour. The invi-

BE TO HIM.

JEWS APPEALING TO NAPOLEON.

The Jews of Tunis have appealed to Napo-
unconditional, | lean 111 to interfere for their protection ngainst
urchased by the cruelties which Lhc‘y are maode to endure
P Oh accept under the administrations of that country.
1 ’ They attempted to form themselves into a §0-
ciety for self-protection, in correspondence w1'th
the Universal Tsraelitish Alliance, which has its
seat in Paris; but the Bey peremptorily for-
Tlence the appeal to Napoleon.

oun iz personal, full, free,
the Dlessings of the kingdom
ivine bload, are offered to you.
them, repeat, believe, lest you perish!
Believer! are you truly conseerated to God?
{ave; you Jost your whole will in God? Th}\s
the Master, in His Tather’s. And the dis- .
ple that is complete is as his Master. Al}d bade it.
5,00, is the normal condition of all in
egven, and of all v the kingdom. I »ot thus
nsecrated, you are keeping back a part; you
1ot profiting as you ought, by the prr}t’s
ining. Call it “perfect love,” if you will ;
{15t " sanctification,” call it i gntire consecras
: call it what you will

NAI’OLEON’S MEDICAL CONGRESS.

The Emperor of France has proposed a con-
sultation of physicians to meet ot Constanti-

discuss the probable origin and pro-
best means of

pople and
gress of cholera, and report the :
averting this scourge- The Sultan 'lms aequi-
esced and appointed one or two of his own best
everal European Pow-
been invited to

;" eallit sealing,”
t.do the thing. .
Fellow-servant in the ministry. Are you,
ith Paul, pressing toward the mark for the | ers.

: P : 3 i ond Tepr
. 0o feiw) of the high calling of God in | send Tepre o , Sen o
(ot ) As m:ﬁl)‘ as ar;e complete | consideration. fle fact is, the French either

ouies) are thus minded. tuffer us to as?(, bave discovered, (f)rufuy ltl(;;:g;‘f:;:ezop‘r)zogotr:é
you giving now the measure of meat ¥ the great cause OF e ch d 8 O e
sasorr? ¢ Blessed is that servant, whom the nual pilgrimages mace ;

- vd, when He cometh, shall find so doing.”
19 at His coming that {hat particlar instruc-
ion -will be in scason. «He will make him
fuler over all that He bath,” This is the high-
idividual promise in the Bible.

physicians, and so have 8
Our Government has
esentatives, and the matter is under

ju the an
Glth of the 100,000 pilgrims, and the carcasse:

of the animals they kill being strewed on th
way, and these, with the privations and povert;
they suffer, and the intense heat they have t
endure, breed pestilence. It was a march ¢
British troops in India, suffering from gres

. Come, Lord Jesus, come ; soffer
e ’ E. E, R. heat and privation, that is said, in 1817, t:) hav

produced {he cholera which ravaged Iurop
N'APOLEONjSh{' in 1831, and visited 't\xis country in 1832. Th

Tmperor of Trance proposes, it is §aid, .if suc
should prove to be the cause of this cpidemi:

by which the annu
ther sbolished or h

GIVING GLORY TC NAPOLEON.

g ¢ Unith Cattolica,” 8 Genoese journsly
therlo not-very favorable to France and the
Rt’"pdeon dynasty, hog given.publicxv to an
icle of extravagant praise to the Emperor
for his bruve,félmrimble, and wonderful con-

to suggest such means
pilgrimages may be el
manized.

The Philadelphia “ Ledger,” from which +



