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Present Day Leaflets No. 8.

Jhe Lord's Day

By D. M. PANTON.

HE fundamental significance of the Lord’s Day is its vital
Tidentiﬁcation with the Christian Faith. There are some

five hundred millions of men in the world to-day who
profess the Faith of Christ; and while on many points thev
are deeply divided, on this there is no division—that the Lord’s
Day is as old as Christianity, and dates from the Apostles.  And
the doctrinal reason for this extraordinary unanimity is pro-
found. Exactly as the Sabbath intermingled its roots with the
fundamentals of the Mosaic Law, and was grounded on
miraculous deliverance out of Egypt, and a completed redemption
(Deut. v. 15); so the Lord's Day is a perpetual photograph,
recurring weekly, of that Empty Tomb in which the salvation
of the world was born; and so divinely is it designed as an
abiding photograph that its rejection is (in principle) the rejection
of the Christian Faith. In the oft-quoted words of Voltaire :
“ 1 you are to kill Christianity, you must get rid of Sunday.”’
For the Lord’s Day presents, doctrinally, the very heart of the
Gospel.  Tsrael’s Sabbath was' a rest after work; hecause,
imitating the Creator’s acts, man under law was to work out
his own salvation, and only so find rest: but the Lord’s Day
is a rest before work; because, under grace, we first rest from



Susis 3o yomod oY) ul ‘Pedp pue piom £q ‘Sapquan)
7Y} fo aounpaqo ayy 494 ‘owt y3noiyy jySnoim Isuyy
< PUDJURBLL JO SISSBIU PISBAIOUT 9] Is3U0WE Juswow
Juasasd ay3 Je uwy) papodu oW JOAIU dJ9m Stomod
SursiodurAd snofnovsiw Jeyy 3081 ® J0U 31 S|—°9
T A9y
(61 A 'ssoY ] 1) , 149 JO wIoy A10A3 woiy urejsqe
 Poo3 St yo1yM Jey) Jsej PIOY S sTuryy 1y 20044 ¢ sFur
-Asoydoud jou asidsop ‘111dg sy1 j0u gouangy o

UYO[Z '8 1BD  0z-S% HA Wepy, (€ ux W) 1)

« MIIdS £J0Y ay3 ur Ing ‘p107T st snsaf ‘Svs uwd ”
—poaaidsur “27— uew ou pue ‘BWAIRUE ST SnsSsf
‘pres | —uew pasrdsui ou “2'1— , PoY) IO nndg syl ut
Suiyeads uew ou 12y} ‘puelsIopun o3 nok aars ] 910§
-1, (I AT uyof 1) , por)y jo jou SI snsaf jou
U3I98S9JU0D dIYM JuIds L1949 :pon) o st Ussy oy
Ul SW00 ST 3sLIYT) Snsaf Jey) Y19ssajuod yolym jads
L1343 pony Jo 32014 oY1 of mouy £Qa43fy  priom Y
Ojul no suod are sjpoydord ssie} Aurw asneda(q
: pox) Jo are £ay) 1oyloym ‘spr.ds Y1 70044 nq 11ds
AI243 j0U 9491J0q ‘paAOjeg 5, ¢ 9SIN0DIIIN PoIsay
TIe Jo £39)®s 1d0p1ad oYy Surmsus SiYMm yuswow Aue
' 119531 Sunseyiuewn J1ds 10oYI0 Jo Apiqissod 243
Ajdw $3s9) SUIAIP SYY Yl JoP) ® jou H s1—§
(6€ "1 S10V) |, mirpy oqun
07 JIYS pory 4no pioT oy) sv Kuvue sv usns ‘Jo 1eye
o1t JeY] [[& 0} pu® ‘uaip[iyo .nof o) pue ‘[1soyn
L0 syl jo 3118 oy 10] estwoid o1y st nok o)
J04q,, (6 ‘1 "Alx (1€ 'ux ¢§ "AIX "10)) 1)  SonSuop
Yo yoods 0 jou prgiof pup ‘Asaydosd o1 Apsouava

dsap |, ¢ Asmydoad Kew 3£ 16y I9yjRi Ing ‘81113 [en
“HINAS £72591.409 24150p 10K ¢ 9A07 I9}JE MO[[O] , ¢, SIIS
401D24F QY A1Sau4va 24159p 10q @ . SN0} ynm yvads
- 11v nok aovy pmom | y (€1 AX uyof)  1eyieq Y} 0)
-un o3 Jasnedaq ‘op ay 1IDYS 359y ] uvY) SYL0m 42]D2 4T pup
{ OS[e Op 3Y [[BYS Op T }BY) SyIOM Y3 QI UO oAl
-9q 1Y} 9H ‘nof ojun Aes [ ‘A[l1aa ‘AJLIRA,, ¢3S
SN SpIq JI3s poD ssajayjsaaau ‘syiom Aq uornpesi
=1Snf pue ssaul|pjiem ojul Younyd 3y} jo el oyl yaum
. Suisde| ‘syns Snomoe.rw 38Y) 3108) ¥ jou 31 sS|—+
.(S .! .JOD I)
« ISLIYY sNSS[ pIo-T 1o jo uoije|aadr oy 103 3uniem
07 ou wr puyaq awos i wyp os a3paimouy [ie
PUE 90UBININ [[€ UT ‘WL Ul payiting o13M o4 duryy
-A19A3 up - '€ "AIX '300) 1. ST I 10D 1 "I '1AX
uqof  *(4z ‘oz "1t uyof 1) , nok ydes) suo Aue ey
jou pasu 24 pur {sfury; pw mouy a6 pup ‘au() L]1oLy
oY} WOl Funurouv uw aavy 9K, (¥ amx-i0p 1)
« JIPSWIY ¢12Y1po anguo} e ur yloyeads 1By} sy,
(11 "1 Woy)  pays2igniss a9 £viu o6 pus Yy 07 1118 1B
-juaLds awos noA ojun yredwt Lew 112} ‘nok 93s 03
suor 1, (6 -ix WOY) | aouvjuados jnoypm 31w
poH jo 3uled Ayl pue /18 3L, <uydInyo
°U1 10 yjream onij oyl 93n1isuod pue ‘oSpajmony
934B[U3  ‘sseuijoy uadodp 'PINOAIL JoAdU ouB
ydiga ‘sup3 s.pon eyl oep B jou 1 sp—§
'6€ ‘QE 1A uyof (/I '1ax YIe]A)
« 1920331 [ BYS A2y] pue ¥o1s a3 uo spuey aef [{BYS
AS) f woyy 1nyy asim ou ut [reqys 31 ‘Suryy Ljpeop
Lue yuup Aoyl i1 pue ‘syuadiss dn ey qreys Loy

all our works in the finished work of Christ, and then we are
free to serve. It is the Lord’s Day, and we can abandon the
Day only when we abandon the Lord.

Now let us glance for a moment at its Christian significance,
as the day of worship. It is exceedingly remarkable that all
our Lord's supreme acts, after His resurrection, were donc on
the Lord’s Day. On. this day He first appeared to His disciples;
on this day He met them, in different places, and repeatedly ;
on this day He breathed on the Apostles the Holy Ghost; on
this day He commissioned them to preach the Gospel to the
whole world; on this day He met them to expound the Scrip-
tures; and on this day He reascended to God. For nineteen
centuries it has been the day on which Christ constantly meets
His own. A young man said to me some years ago: ‘‘ Qut of
fifty-four Sundays on which I have attended this Chapel, on
about forty-three the subject handled on the Lord’s Day has been
exactly what 1 have been debating in the week, and generally
so as to solve the problem.” In a mission held in the Church
I served some years ago, among some two hundred professed
converts, something like ninety per cent. reported themselves as
regular attendants at worship somewhere: that is, the Holy
Ghost converts within the ambit of the Churches; and to those
disciples of Christ who, because of corruption in church life,
are tempted to ‘‘ forsake the assembling of ourselves together,”
I commend one deeply impressive fact. * He entered, as His
custom was, into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day ** (l.uke
iv. 16): in spite of profound corruption, lifeless assemblies,
rampant error, Jesus—not by capricious whim, or chance
accident, hut of set design and habitual practice—was never
absent from the worship of God. * T would have been a maniac
long ago,”” said a foremost merchant, “ but for the Lord’s Day.”

Let us glance for a moment at its national significance, as
the day of vision. The Education Committee reported recently
that ‘“ at the present time the Bible is probably less widely
read, and less directly influential in our life and literature, than
at any time since the Reformation.” Where will the millions

learn the mind of God if the Lord’s Day is abolished? Arch-
deacon Stanton Jones of Bradford, tells us that there are 600,000
fewer children in the Sunday Schools to-day than when the
Great War broke out. Here is an extract from the Red Cate-
chism taught in Proletarian Sunday Schools :

“ What is God?

‘“ God is a word used to designate an imaginary being
which people of themselves have devised.

““ Who is Jesus Christ?
*“ Jesus Christ is the son of a Jewish girl called Mary.
‘“Is He the Son of God?

“ There is no God, and therefore there can he no God’s
Son.

*Is it true that after Christ’s death the Apostles received
the Holy Ghost?

“ 1t is not. The Apostles had imbibed too freely of wine,
and their dizzy heads imagined all sorts of queer things.”’

Bearing in mind that the children of to-day are the masters
of to-morrow, the creators of the destinies of nations, what will
happen if, Sunday Schools being swamped in Sunday games,
the children have no Bible and no God? *¢ Where,”” asks =a
Christian army officer, *‘ do the clergy expect to get their con-
gregations ten or twenty years hence?”’ The Lord’s Day is the
day of vision; and ““ where there is no vision, the people
perish ”*  (Prov. xxxix.)—cast off restraint (R.V.), become
ungovernable : revelation, when it is replaced, is replaced by
revolution.  In  the extremely striking sentence of a Jewish
Rabbi in New York: “ Jew as 1 am, I must say it is anarchy
or Christ.” )

So we appeal for the brightest jewel on a nation's brow—
its worship of God. The Lord's Day was Creation’s birthday
out of chaos; it was the birthday of light; it was our Saviour’s
birthday out of the tomb; it wnas the Church’s birthday at
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Pentecost ; and for nineteen hundred years it has been .the day,
incomparably above all others, of the second birth of untold
millions. Sunday School teachers may well ponder the words
of John Bright: ‘“1 don’t believe that all the statesmen in
existence, ‘and all the efforts they have ever made, have tended
so much to the greatness and true happiness, the purity and
glory of this country, as have the efforts of Sunday School
teachers.”” And all who, by their desire to stand by the day of
the Lord and by the Lord of the day, may take fresh. heart of
grace from the words of Gladstone, written out of a ripe and
profound experience : *‘ The welfarc of mankind does not now
depend on the State, or on the world of politics; the real battle
is being fought out in the world of thought; and we politicians
are children playing with toys in comparison to that great work
of restoring belief.”
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